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The Dominican Sisters of the Presentation

It was established in Europe during the 17" century due to
the efforts of Mary Bousban and it was established in Iraq
in the 19" century.

In Iraq

The Dominican |
sisters of Presentation
participated in
evangelising
throughout ~ Amara
and Basra. Their
mission (which
opened in Amara in :
1907) comprised of a surgery and a primary school.
1914, the mission closed down and sold all their propertles-
due to World War One. Two nuns, who died of Cholera, are
buried at the old site®.

In Basra

It states that the mission opened in Basra at the request of
the Carmelite friars. The convent was set up by Mother
Superior Adel in 1906 and during the same year a primary
school was opened (which became a high school for girls in
1953). A sewing workshop was opened in 1906, and in the
following year a kindergarten and an orphanage were set
up. In 1907, they opened a small surgery between 1910 and

2 Abouna, A. (Fr.) Love without frontiers, Baghdad, 2008, p. 184.
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1912 and a further two primary schools were opened, one
for boys and the other one for girls.

The report states that in 1974, all schools were nationalised
by the government but the mission continued its service
until 1987, the convent was hit by Iranian shelling during
the Iran-lraq war. The mission was re-opened in 1997 and a
Kindergarten of St. Joseph was set up. In 2002, a girl’s
dormitory was opened.

* Sister Susan provided us with a report about the nuns and their roles in
serving the community.
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St. Joseph Nursery School where 500 of Basra’s children are
taught
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The Dominican Sisters of the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
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