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My heart's Prayer

In the dawning of this New Year,
It brings such joy within
To see where you have brought me, lord-
From places where I’ve been.

You always walk beside me, lord.
You dry my every tear.
You light the path before me.
You chase away my fears.

Each day is such a precious gift.
Oh, may I live each day
So full of joy and purpose,
As you guide me on life’s way.

Mary Ann Jameson
+++

New Year's Prayer

Another year is dawning
With the chance to start anew,
May | be kinder, wiser, Lord,
In all I say and do.
Not so caught in selfish gain
That | would fail to see
The things in life that mean the most
Cost not a fancy fee.
The warm, kind word that I can give,
The outstretched hand to help,
The prayers | pray for those in need-
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More precious these than wealth.
I know not what lay ahead
Of laughter or of tears;
I only need to know each day
That You are walking near.
I’m thankful for this brand-new year
As now | humbly pray,
My hand secure in Yours, dear Lord,
Each step along the way.

Kay Hoffman
+++

Prayer for the New Year

O God, our heavenly Father,
As we enter upon this new year,

We commit ourselves to thy faithful care and keeping.
Give us the grace so to love thee with all our heart and soul
and mind and strength that we may live without fear,
And so to love our neighbors as ourselves that we may live
without reproach.

As our days so let our strength be;

And grant that no chance or change may turn us aside from
the doing of thy holy will,

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

+++

A child’s prayer

May the Lord's light shine where'er you roam
And its brilliance guides you safely home.

80



May it steer you on seas forever calm

And always keep you safe from harm.

May it radiate the brightest of beams
To always keep and fulfill your dreams.

May it never flicker when trouble brews
And lead to safe harbors for you to use.

May it shine eternal from high above
And always fill your life with love.

Billy parker

+++

What is your dream?

What is your dream, my precious child?
What is your hope for tomorrow?
Living each day in a special way
Through every joy- every sorrow.
Often it seems that we fail to ask
What all of your wishes might be'
Thinking of all that we hope you will do,
But you are a soul bright and free.
What is your dream this magic time,
Growing from childhood so fast?
Cherish each moment, dear little one,
Make these glowing years last.
Look to tomorrow, make it your own
Whatever you happen to choose.
It’s your decision-no matter your choice-
Still yours to win or to lose.
Ever look up as you travel life's road,
Find all the rainbows on high'
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Capture the cloud steps and hold them so near
‘Neat Heaven's lovely blue sky.
Think for yourself- then make up your mind,
Keeping a faith so supreme,
With love in your heart and a bright thinking mind.
Ever cherish your own precious dream.

Garnett Ann Schultz

+++
Prayer for Peace

Lord Jesus Christ, who are called

The prince of peace, who are yourself our peace and
reconciliation, who so often said, ’peace to you,” grant us
peace.

Make all men and women witnesses of truth, justice, and
brotherly love.

Banish from their hearts whatever might endanger peace.
Enlighten our rulers that they may guarantee

and defend the great gift of peace.

May all people of the earth become as brothers and sisters.

May longed-for peace blossom forth and reign always over us
all. Amen.

Pepe John XXIII

(Pont.1958-1963)

+++

Through Endless time

Across the endless span of time,
God leads us tenderly
And lights the path we choose to trod
Each passing century.
82



To him we owe our faith and love,
Our true undying praise,
For he’s our loving, faithful lord-
Blessing all our days.

And as the new millennium
Brings what is yet to be,
We know he’ll lead unfailingly
Through out eternity.

Vi B. chevalier
+++

Praise be my Lord God,

And all God's creatures,

Especially our brother, the sun,

Who brings us the day

And who brings us the light;

Fair is the sun, shining with great splendor.
O lord, the sun is a sign to us of you.

Praise be my Lord, for our brother, the wind,
For air and clouds, and all good weather
That Sustains life and all living creatures.
Praise be my lord, for our mother, the earth,
Who sustains and keeps us,

And brings forth so many fruits

And many colored flowers and plants.

Praise and bless the lord,

Giving thanks and serving the lord humbly. Amen.

St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226)
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This I Know

| know not what tomorrow brings,
Nor do | fret and fear,

For be it better or for worse,

| know that God is near.

I know if I succeed in life

Or fail as | may do,

God will be there to show and lead
And help me start anew.

One thing is certain, this I know,
May God will always light my way
Each day my whole life through.

Harold f. mohn
+++

The serenity prayer

God grant me
Serenity to accept the Things | cannot change,
Courage to change the things | can,
And wisdom to know the difference.
Amen.
+

A NEW DAWNING

Another year is dawning;
Dear Father, let it be
A year of minutes, hours,
To live our lives for thee.
A calendar of weeks and months
To do our Father's will;
Another year is dawning,
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Oh, keep us faithful still.
The old year now is fading,

A New Year's in the fore,
And in this dawning new year
There stands an open door.
Lord, bless us we enter,
And we ask thee prayerfully
That we might long more dearly
To live our lives for thee.

Loise Pinkerton Fritz
-+

PRAYER FOR
FAMILY AND FRIENDS

LORD JESUS CHRIST,

| PRAISE AND THANK YOU

FOR MY PARENTS AND MY BROTHERS AND MY
SISTER,

WHOM YOU HAVE GIVEN ME TO CHERISH.
SURROUND THEM WITH YOUR TENDER,

LOVING CARE,

TEACH THEM TO LOVE AND SERVE ONE ANOTHER
IN TRUE AFFECTION,

AND TO LOOK TO YOU IN ALL THEIR NEEDS.

| PLACE THEM ALL IN YOUR CARE,

KNOWING THAT YOUR LOVE FOR THEM IS REATER
THAN MY OWN.

KEEP US CLOSE TO ONE ANOTHER IN THIS LIFE
AND CONDUCT US AT THE LAST TO OUR TRUE AND
HEAVENLY HOME BLESSED BE GOD FOREVER.
AMEN.

85



Let us take time

Let us take time every morning
To turn to our God and say
Thanks for another restful night
And the dawn of a brand-new day.

Thank you for the blessings and gifts
You’ve given us all these years,
And for the times you helped us through
Life’s many heartaches and tears.

Thank you for this beautiful world-
For the flowers, the birds, and the trees,
And for so many precious children.
We thank you for all of these.

Your blessings and gifts outnumber, by far,
The stars that shine above,
But the one we treasure the most of all
Is your overwhelming love!

Doris a.orth
+++

Never look back

Never look back on the past with regret
For the days that might have been,
Nor the promises made that were never kept
And the goals you did not win.
For life cannot always be perfect
And our days don’t always shine bright,
And promises are sometimes broken
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And dreams may not turn out just right.
But no time has ever been wasted
Nor did idle tears just fall
That the dear Lord was not watching
And understood it all.

For to everything there is a season,
A time to reap and sow,

A time to laugh and a time to cry,
And a time for us to grow.

So let the ghosts of past memories
Fade and slip away
For the promise of another season
Begins with another new day.

Jean V.Russell

+++
Blessing For the New Year

Remember us ,0 God,;
From ago to be our comforter.
You have given us the wonder of time,
Blessing in days and nights, seasons and years.
Bless your children at the turning of the year
and fill the months ahead with the bright hope
that is ours in the coming of Christ. you are our God, living
and reigning, forever and ever.
Amen.

+++++++
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| pray that God

| pray that God will guide me one day at a time in the
New year. | pray that for each day,
God will supply the wisdom and the strength that I need.
Amen.

+++
New Year’s Cake

Stir together golden dreams of hope;
Add a cap of New Year's light.

Catch flakes of heaven's drifting snow
To make the mixture pure and white.
Add to it a stirring of angels' wings,

Bearing joy, love, and inspiration.

Blend into the mix a prayer of hope
To God for the souls of every nation.

Frost your cake with loving kindness,
And then to make it especially nice-
Give a large serving to all the world,;
Add peace on earth with every slice.

Barbara Cagle Ray

+++

A Whole New Life

A whole new life awaits me now
In this new century.
My effort to excel abounds
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And forms a bright, new destiny.
| shall endeavor to promote
Goodwill to all mankind,

To keep the lord and all his love
Ever present in my heart and mind.
My energy accelerates,

My vision will expand,

And | will seek to please my lord
In all that he has planned.

I’1l live my life accordingly
With new priorities,

For God will rule my every thought
In each new day | seize.
| take his hand extended,

I turn to God again....
Knowing He will meet my needs,
His love and wisdom will sustain.
A whole new life awaits me now
In this new century,

And only goodness will prevail
Because God walks with me.

Patience Allison Hartbauer

+++

Just Look Beyond

Just look beyond today for blessing,
Look past the skies of somber gray,
And look beyond the trials and heartaches
When God will turn your night to day.

Dear one, just trust Him in the shadow.
He wants the very best for you.
He’ll walk beside you in the valley,
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His grace and love will see you through.

Just look beyond today for blessings.

In God’s time he'll reveal to you
The many joys that are waiting,

The joys He's chosen just for you.

So don’t give up, keep on believing-

There’s happiness ahead for you.

Soon God will turn your trials to triumph,
And skies again will shine bright blue.

Beverly j. Anderson

+++

A New Year's Wish

May your guardian angel
Forever be near
To guide and protect you
Throughout the New Year.

May your blessings be many,
your failures be few,
As you embrace the future
with hope born.

May you live day to day
with nothing to fear.
God bless you and keep you
Throughout the New Year
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Power of Prayer

Where two or three are gathered
And two or three agree,
God will hear your every prayer
And always answer thee.

Know that he is with you
Through every step of life.
He is your beloved Comforter
During your woes and strife.

We must place our lives into His hands
As we walk this earthly sod,
And always do His holy will
For he is our Lord, our God.

Remember what we ask in prayer,
God might not grant that day,
But He will always answer us

In his own time and way.

Shirley Hill Powell
+++

MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA

God has not called us to be successful,
He has called me to be Faithful.

Where dose loves begin?
It begins at home.
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Let us learn to love in our family.
In our own family we may have very poor people.
And we do not notice them.

We have no time to smile,
No time to talk to each other.

Let us bring that love,
That tenderness into our own home and you will see the
difference.

PRAYER

Grant me. Lord, by your grace that my mind may have
converse with the greatness of that grace—not by means of
that converse which Is constructed from the body; voice of
which is carried on by lie tongue of flesh, but grant rather that
converse which praises you in silent one, who are praised you
in ineffable silence.

Grant me, Lord, at this time a mind filled with love of you,
and one that bears knowledge of you, an intellect filled with
insight into you, and a pure bean in which the light of the
vision of you shines out.

Make me worthy, Lord, that my mind may, become a
fountain of wisdom to which the mysteries of the New World
are revealed. And I beg you, Child of the Father and Radiance
of his Essence. do not deprive me at this time of that ardent
love with which the souls of your saints are so inflamed to be
united with you in that inexpressible joy, Yes. Lord, in your
grace make me worthy at this time to hear with the ears of my
soul that awesome cry of the supernal hosts who escort your
Majesty
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Grant that | may hear at this time the psalm melody and
halleluiahs that are heard at this time by the minds of the
saints. Grant me, Lord, in your grace that I may lie made
worth, of the vision of those fiery insights which are revealed
at the time of prayer and may I enjoy that delightful fragrance
which wafts from them.
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GROANS CANNOT EXPRESS

Fr. Habib Jajou
St.George Chaldean Church
Baghdad-Iraq
2003
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