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Do not think that love, in order to be genuine,
has to be extraordinary. What we need is to love
without getting tired.

Even the rich are hungry for love, for being
cared for, for being wanted, for having someone
to call their own.

Every time you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to
that person, a beautiful thing.

I am a little pencil in the hand of a writing God who is sending a
love letter to the world.

Mother Teresa

www.brainyquote.com
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Being a full-time mother is one of the highest salaried jobs in
my field, since the payment is pure love.
Mildred B. Vermont
The moment a child is born, the mother is also born. She
never existed before. The woman existed, but the mother,
never. A mother is something absolutely new.
Rajneesh
I remember my mother's prayers and they have always
followed me. They have clung to me all my life.
Abraham Lincoln
The real religion of the world comes from women much more
than from men - from mothers most of all, who carry the key
of our souls in their bosoms.
Oliver Wendell Holmes
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Bisbop TOUMA OUDO (1853.1917)

(b. Alkoosh — Irag)
One of the greatess pillars of e renamsance of Svriac
language in fecer! dmex.  Author of the lurgest Syrine
dictionnry. Trasslated +Kalila and Dimnas 0 Syriac.
Author of Syrige theological books, twe.
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l Religious BodyNumber

Catholic Church** 1,100,000,000

Sunni Islam* 1,000,000,000

Eastern Orthodox Church* 225,000,000

Jinja Honcho* 83,000,000

Anglican Communion* 77,000,000

Assemblies of God* 50,000,000

Ethiopian Orthodox Church 35,000,000

Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland (EKD)* 27,400,000
Iglesia ni Cristo (based in the Philippines) 27,000,000
Sikhism 23,000,000 |
Seventh-day Adventist Church 16,811,519 |
Jehovah's Witnesses** 16,500,000 '
Southern Baptist Convention* 16,000,000

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 12,275,822
United Methodist Church* 11,708,887

Ahmadiyya * 10,000,000

Coptic Orthodox 10,000,000

Church of Sweden 7,143,292

Church of God in Christ 6,500,000

Bahai World Faith 6,000,000

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 5,500,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland 4,400,000
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark 4,350,000
Kale Heywet (SIM, Ethiopia) 4,000,000

Church of Norway (Evangelical Lutheran) 3,850,000
Church of South India 3,800,000

Armenian Apostolic Church 3,500,000

National Baptist Convention of America 3,106,000
Syrian Orthodox Church 2,000,000

American Muslim Society 2,000,000

Salvation Army 1,500,000

American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A. 1,455,855
Pentecostal Church of Indonesia 1,280,000

British Methodist Church 1,200,000

Church of North India 1,125,000

United Orthodox Jewish Congregation of America 1,043,943
Syrian Orthodox Church of Malabar (Mar Thoma) 1,000,000
National Primitive Baptist Convention of the U.S.A. 1,000,000
Church of Scotland 1,000,000 www.adherents.com
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Find the Bible books that have been hidden in the grid, then read
a quotation from Leviticus 19:18!
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AmMos Hosea Micah
Chronicles Isaiah Nahum
Daniel Jeremiah Nehemiah
Deuteronomy Job Numbers
Ecclesiastes  Joel Obadiah
Esther Jonah Proverbs
Exodus Joshua Psalms
Ezekiel Judges Ruth

Ezra Kings Samuel
Genesis Lamentations Song of Solomon
Habakkuk Leviticus Zechariah
Haggai Malachi Zephaniah
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The Marriage Feast at Cana (1)

By Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen

i"_

w,_ -,

Everyone is interested in a marriage. If the human heart does not
have enough love in its heart, it seeks out those who are in love. The
most famous marriage in history was at Cana, because Our Blessed

Lord was present there.

A marriage in the East was always a time of great
rejoicing. The bridegroom went to the home of the
bride, and in those days it was never the bride who
kept the bridegroom waiting but rather the
bridegroom, as in the parable, who kept the bride
waiting. The bride was veiled, from head to foot,
to symbolize her subjection as a wife. Both
partners fasted the whole day before the marriage and confessed their
sins in prayer as on the Day of Atonement. Ceremonies began at
twilight, for it was a custom in Palestine, no less than in Greece:
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To bear away
The bride from home at blushing shut of day.

The Cana marriage is the only occasion in Sacred Scripture where
Mary, the Mother of Jesus, is mentioned before Him. It is very likely
that it was one of her relatives who was being married, and possible
that she was present at the wedding before Him. It is a beautiful and a
consoling thought that Our Blessed Lord, Who came to teach, sacrifice,
and urge us to take up our cross daily, should have begun His public
life by assisting at a marriage feast.

Sometimes these Eastern marriages lasted for seven days, but in the
case of the poorer people, for only two. Whatever was the case at Cana,
at some period of the entertainment the wine suddenly ran out. This
was very embarrassing because of the passionate devotion of the
Eastern people to hospitality and also because of the mortification it
offered to the wedded pair. It is permitted us to conjecture why the
wine should have failed. This was a wine country, and it is very likely
that the host laid in an abundant supply. The explanation for the
deficiency is probably the fact that Our Blessed Lord did not come
alone. He brought with Him His Disciples, and this apparently threw a
heavy burden upon the store of wine. Our Lord and His Disciples had
already been journeying for three days and had covered a distance of
ninety miles. The disciples were thus so hungry and so thirsty that it
was a wonder that the food did not give out as well as the wine. Since
wine was a symbol of mirth and health to the people, it was important
that their need be filled—as an old Hebrew proverb put it: "Where wine
is wanting, doctors thrive."

One of the most amazing features of this marriage is that it was not the
wine servant, whose business it was to service the wine, who noticed
the shortage, but rather Our Blessed Mother. (She notes our needs
before we ourselves feel them.) She made a very simple prayer to her
Divine Son about the empty wine pots when she said: "They have no
wine." Hidden in the words was not only a consciousness of the power
of her Divine Son but also an expression of her desire to remedy an
awkward situation. Perhaps the Blessed Mother had already seen Our
Lord work many miracles in secret—although He had not yet worked a
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single one in public. For if there had not already been a consciousness
of the truth that He was the Son of the Omnipotent God, she would not
have asked for a miracle. Some of the greatest miracles of the world
have similarly been done through the influence of a mother: "The hand
that rocks the cradle is the hand that rules the world." The answer of
Our Blessed Lord was, "Woman, what is that to me? My hour is not yet
come."

Note that Our Lord said: "My hour is not yet come." Whenever Our
Blessed Lord used that expression "hour", it was in relation to His
Passion and His death. For example, the night that Judas crossed the
brook of Cedron to blister His lips with a kiss, Our Lord said: "This is
your hour and the powers of darkness." A few hours before, when
seated at His Last Supper on earth and anticipating His death, He said:
"Father, the hour is come. Glorify Thy Son with the glory that He had
with Thee before the foundations of the world were laid." Earlier, when
a crowd attempted to take His life by stoning, Scriptures say: "His hour
was not yet come.” Our Blessed Lord was obviously, at Cana, saying
that the hour in which He was to reveal Himself had not yet come
according to His Fathers appointment. And yet, implicit in Mary s
statement was a request that He actually begin it. Scriptures tell us: "So
in Cana of Galilee, Jesus began His miracles, and made known the
glory that was within Him, so that His disciples learned to believe in
Him" (Jn 2:11). In our own language, Our Lord was saying to His
Blessed Mother:

"My dear Mother, do you realize that you are asking me to proclaim my
Divinity—to appear before the world as the Son of God and to prove
my Divinity by my works and my miracles? The moment that | do this,
I begin the royal road to the Cross. When | am no longer known among
men as the son of the carpenter, but as the Son of God, that will be my
first step toward Calvary. My hour is not yet come; but would you have
me anticipate it? Is it your will that | go to the Cross? If I do this, your
relationship to me changes. You are now my mother. You are known
everywhere in our little village as the 'Mother of Jesus'. But if | appear
now as the Savior of men and begin the work of redemption, your role
will change, too. Once | undertake the salvation of mankind, you will
not only be my mother, but you will also be the mother of everyone
whom | redeem. | am the Head of humanity; as soon as | save the body
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of humanity, you, who are the Mother of the Head, become also the
Mother of the body. You will then be the universal Mother, the new
Eve, as | am the new Adam.

"To indicate the role that you will play in Redemption, | now bestow
upon you that title of universal motherhood; I call you—Woman. It was
to you that | referred when I said to Satan that | would put enmity
between him and the Woman, between his brood of evil and your seed,
which I am. That great title of Woman | dignify you with now. And |
shall dignify you with it again when my hour comes and when | am
unfurled upon the Cross, like a wounded eagle. We are in this work of
redemption together. What is yours is mine. From this hour on, we are
not just Mary and Jesus, we are the new Adam and the new Eve,
beginning a new humanity, changing the water of sin into the wine of
life. Knowing all this, my dear Mother, is it your will that | anticipate
the Cross and that | go to Calvary?"

Our Blessed Lord was presenting to Mary not merely the choice of
asking for a miracle or not; rather He was asking if she would send
Him to His death. He had made it quite plain that the world would
not tolerate His Divinity—that if He turned water into wine,
someday wine would be changed into blood.

The answer of Mary was one of complete cooperation in the
redemption with Our Blessed Lord, as she spoke for the last time
in Sacred Scripture. Turning to wine steward she said,
"Whatsoever He shall say to you, do ye" (Jn 2:5). What a
magnificent valedictory! As Blessed Lord had said that He had
come on earth to do Father's will, so Mary bade us do the will of
her Divine Son "Whatsoever He shall say to you, that do ye."

The waterpots are filled, are brought to Our Blessed Lord, and
then, in the magnificent line of the poet Richard Crashaw, "The

unconscious waters saw their God, and blushed."
www.motherofallpeoples.com (to be continued)
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«Rejoice with me for | have found the sheep that was lost» (Lk 15,6)
Copyright © Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, USCCB
From the Eastern liturgy

On the day of your Ascension,
O Christ our King,
angels and men cry out:
«You are holy, O Lord, for you

descended to earth and saved \ i
Adam, the man of dust (Gn 2,7),
from the abyss of sin and death,
and by your holy Ascension, O Son of God,
heaven and earth entered into peace.
Glory to him who sent you!»
The Church saw her Spouse in glory
and forgot the sufferings endured on Golgotha.
In place of the weight of the cross that he bore,
he is borne upon a cloud of light.
See how he rises, clothed in splendor and glory!

Today a great wonder takes place on the Mount of Olives:
who can tell it?...

Our Master came down in search of Adam
and when he had found him who was lost he bore him on his shoulders
and carried him gloriously into heaven in his company (cf. Lk 15,4f.).

He came and revealed to us that he is God;

he put on humanity and revealed himself a man;
he descended into hell and revealed that he was dead:;
he rose and was exalted and revealed his greatness.
Blessed be his exaltation!

Mary rejoices on the day of his birth;
earth trembles on the day of his death;
hell is dismayed on the day of his resurrection;
earth exults on the day of his ascension.
Blessed be his Ascension!
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